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LATVIAN EONM ADVARCES IN POSTWAR PERIOD

In the postwar reconstruction of industry, the TeK IP(b) of Latvia directed
its main attention to the aemplete restoration of pover engineering plants, vhich
had been deciolished during the war, and to transport and commnications eg.ipment
essential to the reconstruction of the entire national economy. The Kegumsknya
@GES, and tlle slectric pover plaata in Riga, Liepaya, and Taugavpils, have been
rebuilt. The production of electric power in the Iatvian SSR in 191'&8 amounted to
320 million kilowatt-kours, or 167 percent of that of 1940, :

At present, 1,700 kilometers of railroad tré.cks have teen retuilt. The Lat-
vian railroad hss exceeded the prewar leovel, with vegard to average, Aaily freight
loeding, volume of freight transport, and speed of railroad car turnover.

Seaports vere restored and reconstructed. The river flset was rebuilt und
in 1948 reached the 1950 level for freight transport. A new powerful radio broad-
casting station was built, and a nev btranch of commnications, wire broadcasting,
wvas oatablished in the Rerublic.

iocal fuel industry has been developed greatly, and 25 peat emterprises wvere
reconstructed and put into operation, Compared with the prewar peried, the peat
iulustry has more than doubled its output.

The construction materials induetry has exceeded the prewvar level. The tim-
ber and paper industry has hesn restored. The Sloka Celluluse and FPaper Combine
is operating on a nev technical basie. Match factories,-farniture factories, and
lumber mills bave been put into operation.

A total of 1,500 various industrial enterprises were recoustructed and nevwly
built in the Latvian Republic, New branches of industry were introduced, such as
construction of electric trains, genmerators, motors and engines for electric rail-
road transport; automobile tractor equipment; hydrometeorological and measuring
instruments; production of penicillin and citric acid from mo’asses; production
of standard housing unite; automatic telephone switchboards, etc.

The prevar level of industrial productiun was reached eessentially in 1947.
I7 the 1945 volume of industrial production in the Iatvian SSR 1s taken as 100,
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production. reached 188 1n 1946, 270 in 1947, -and 377-in 1948,

In 1948, there were 200,000 workers and employees in industry, construction
work, and transpori. Compared with 1945, the number of industrial vorkers in-
creased by 75,000, During the past 4 years, 18,000 young skillsd workers ware
trained in the ‘latvian SSR,

.. The Iatvian Republic fulfilled the 1948 industrial production plan on 3 Ne-
veitber, and gave the State 120 million rubles in savings sbove plan. However, in
gpite of the Pfact that the State production plan was surpassed as a whole, 175
enterprises 41id not fulfill their 1948 pian.

Insufficient attention is given to the quality of products. The Bureau of
ToE KP(b) of Iatvia especially pointed out the unsetisfactory quality of “ymp~®
redio receivers and the products of textile and food industries. The looal apd
cooperative indusiries aleo produce a great many articles of poar quality.

. Maay enterprises of the Republic fulfilled the 1948 gross production plan
ahead of .gchsdule, Scme of them have lowsred production coste. But there are
‘%111 ‘soms ents.,.'ises which operats at & loas due to bad organization snd 4in-
suffigisnt planning,

The continuous. growth of industry and agriculture have ccneiderably increaced
~roderves of comendities for- Soviet trade. In a short period of time, Soviet
frade r»ehad‘, 8 level vhich made 1t possible to elimipate all private enterprises,
In 19165,_ privite trade comgtitutsd 10 percent of the retail twrmnover of ccmmode
1ties; in 1947 it was reduced to 2 percent; ard in 1948 to zero.

- Retail goods twrnover in 1948 reached a total of over 4 billien rubles, as
- egainst 1.6 billions in 194s,

Average mariet prices in the oity of kiga were reduced in 1948, as compared
vith 1947, as followa: butter 82 percent, meat ko0 peroent, potatoes 90 percent,
milk 50 peraent, wheat Zlowr 50 percent,

. ) Thv number of kolkhozes in the fatviap Ropublic is steadily growing. A year
e agc ‘there were 189 kolkhozes in Tatviap now their mmber bas increased to 1,050,
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